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Florissant father grieves the loss of son after 

mall shooting, searches for answers

ST. LOUIS — Lonnie Maclin is still trying to make sense of it all.
His 20-year-old son, Malachi Maclin, was shot and killed Saturday after arguing with another man 
at West County Center in Des Peres.
Lonnie Maclin, a former St. Louis Cardinals player, is having a hard time understanding why the quiet, 
respectful person he raised got caught up in that situation. “I just need answers,” Lonnie Maclin said. 
“Why is my son dead?” Jason Hill, 21, of St. Louis, has been charged with second-degree murder and 
armed criminal action in connection with the shooting. Lonnie Maclin described his son as a kind, 
hard-working person who wasn’t quick to anger. Malachi graduated in 2019 from Hazelwood Central 
High School, where he played baseball. In recent years, he was working at a job delivering auto 
parts and living with his dad in Florissant, but he had bigger plans on the horizon. Malachi told his dad 
just days before he died that he wanted to follow in Lonnie’s footsteps and play baseball in the major 
leagues. Lonnie Maclin had encouraged his son to go back to school and take the opportunity to get 
noticed. “He played left and right field,” Lonnie said. “He was bred to be a ball player.” But those 
dreams were cut short. Lonnie Maclin is searching for answers to several questions, including why his 
son went to the mall. Lonnie said he’d cautioned his son over the years about people being shot at 
places like the Galleria, but like any parent of an adult, he wasn’t with him all the time. “I said, ‘Stay 
away from malls because you never know. You can be at the wrong place at the wrong time,’” he said. 
“But I can’t follow him around and hold his hand. … I know he wasn’t a mall person. There was 
something else going on.” To cope with his loss, Lonnie Maclin has been doing the thing he loves most: 
playing baseball. He showed up for a game on one of his five amateur teams this week and said 
everybody was surprised to see him. “I’m 54 years old and that’s who I am, a ball player,” he said. “I 
can’t do nothing else.” Still, Lonnie is also a father, and he had advice for parents in the wake of his 
tragedy.“Love on your kids because once they’re gone, they’re gone. You can’t get them back,” he said. 
“And be nice. Be nice to your kids, be nice to one another, be nice to your family and just show love.”

https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/florissant-
father-grieves-the-loss-of-son-after-mall-shooting-searches-for-
answers/article_667f5fb6-4211-5462-af49-21c970f4798d.html

https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/suspect-charged-in-connection-with-deadly-shooting-at-west-county-mall/article_b76e60a1-b3cd-58e8-ba9a-1bc7f336cfed.html
https://stats.stlhighschoolsports.com/sports/baseball/stats/teamstatplayer.php?t=104&s=755&p=918763
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/st-louis-man-charged-in-double-shooting-that-killed-one-at-galleria-mall/article_54a70547-ee30-55c9-8447-2d2ccf787687.html
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ST. LOUIS COUNTY — Police on Thursday identified a teenager who was fatally shot a 
day earlier near Larimore Park in the Spanish Lake area of north St. Louis County.
Police said 17-year-old Damon White was shot in the 11800 block of Larimore Road 
about 6:15 p.m. Wednesday. Authorities said he was involved in an altercation with a 
male suspect prior to the shooting.
White was pronounced dead at the scene, police said. He lived in the 11800 block of 
Criterion Avenue in unincorporated St. Louis County.
The killing adds to the growing number of children injured or killed by gunfire in the 
region. More than 55 youths have been shot so far this year, with the majority having 
taken place in the city of St. Louis.
St. Louis County police are asking anyone with information on the shooting to call 636-
529-8210. Those who want to remain anonymous or potentially receive a reward should 
contact CrimeStoppers at 1-866-371-8477.

Teen fatally shot in Larimore Park in Spanish 

Lake area

https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-
courts/teen-fatally-shot-in-larimore-park-in-spanish-lake-
area/article_f9592510-e153-58b0-bbb0-555c02db0faf.html
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ST. LOUIS – Police are on the scene of a deadly shooting near O’Fallon Park that left 

one man dead and two others injured Thursday afternoon.

This is the second shooting near a St. Louis Park within 24 hours.

Around 2 p.m. St Louis City Police responded to a “rolling gun battle” in the 2000 block 

of Harris Avenue, which is in the O’Fallon neighborhood.

One man dead, two injured in shooting near O’Fallon Park

It’s unclear what lead to the shooting. The two injured victims were transported to an 

area hospital and they are listed in serious condition.

Multiple shell casing and crime scene markers were on the scene. St Louis City Police 

Chief John Hayden said the shooting is a tragedy, as the gunmen remain at large.

Bommarito Automotive Skyfox was over the scene and you can see a crashed vehicle 

and a downed light pole.

Police are investigating another shooting in a St Louis Park this time in St Louis County. 

Police responded to Larimore Park in Spanish Lake just after 6 p.m. Thursday for a 

deadly shooting.

Victim was shot, killed in Spanish Lake near Larimore Park

Authorities identified the victim as 17-year-old Damon White. Many friends and relatives 

gathered around the park mourning the loss of a White.

Investigators say the white got into an altercation with the suspect and the suspect 

opened fire Family members say white was an honor roll student in 

the Hazelwood school district and will be missed

Police investigate deadly shooting near 

O’Fallon Park

EHS rising senior

https://fox2now.com/news/missouri/police-investigate-
deadly-shooting-near-ofallon-park/

https://fox2now.com/news/missouri/police-investigate-triple-shooting-near-ofallon-park/
https://fox2now.com/news/missouri/shooting-takes-place-near-larimore-park/


https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/trial-date-set-for-ex-
teaching-assistant-accused-of-assaulting-7-year-old/article_3bd042f5-62cc-568b-
9b3b-cd43e0d28e1a.html

Trial date set for ex-teaching 

assistant accused of assaulting 7-

year-old

ST. LOUIS — A trial date has been set for a former teaching assistant accused of 
sodomizing a 7-year-old boy then conspiring to kill the child and his mother.
Deonte Taylor, 38, was initially scheduled to plead guilty Thursday to one or 
more offenses, but the hearing was canceled and a trial date was set for Aug. 9, 
according to a spokesman for the St. Louis County prosecutor’s office.
It’s not clear why the plea did not occur. Taylor’s attorney could not be reached 
for comment. Taylor was charged in 2018 with three counts of statutory 
sodomy after police said he took the boy out of class at Lusher Elementary 
School in the Hazelwood School District and sexually assaulted him. Authorities 
say the assault occurred in 2015. Months later, officials charged Taylor and his 
boyfriend, Michael Johnson, with conspiring to murder the boy and his mother.
Court documents from that case said Johnson gave money to a confidential 
police informer so the informer would kill the pair to prevent them from 
testifying against Taylor in the sodomy case. Taylor was fired by the Hazelwood 
district in 2015 for an unrelated policy violation following abuse allegations.He
was then hired to teach fifth grade in the Ferguson-Florissant district, but once 
he was charged with sodomy, the district put him on leave. A spokesperson for 
Ferguson-Florissant schools said officials there had no knowledge of the 
allegations or investigation when Taylor was hired. Johnson’s case is still 
pending.
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https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/ex-teaching-assistant-charged-in-sexual-assault-of-boy-at/article_3739bea8-da8b-58e8-a82f-f6ab87676516.html
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/man-sexually-abused-st-louis-county-student-then-plotted-to-kill-the-boy-and-his/article_c32fbbac-2b46-5a26-9d03-0ed8339b99ad.html


ST. LOUIS (AP) — Trial has been set for a former suburban St. Louis teaching 

assistant accused of sexually assaulting a 7-year-old student, then conspiring to kill 

the boy and his mother.

Deonte Taylor’s trial was set for Aug. 9 on Thursday after plans for him to plead guilty 

to charges in the case fell through, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported. Taylor is 

charged with three counts of sodomy, two counts of conspiracy to commit murder and 

two counts of tampering with a witness in a felony prosecution.

Prosecutors have said Taylor, 38, was a teaching assistant with the Hazelwood 

School District in 2015 when he took the child out of class and sexually 

assaulted him. Months later, Taylor and his boyfriend conspired to murder the boy and 

his mother to keep them from testifying against Taylor, investigators said.

Prosecutors have said that Taylor’s boyfriend, Michael Johnson, gave money to 

someone he thought was a hitman, but was actually a confidential police informer, to 

have the boy and his mother killed. Johnson is also charged in the case, which is still 

pending.

Trial set for man accused of abuse, plan 

to kill witnesses

https://apnews.com/article/trials-michael-brown-mo-state-
wire-44d022a3637942fc6f50c70ea250c45e July 9, 2021

https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/trial-date-set-for-ex-teaching-assistant-accused-of-assaulting-7-year-old/article_3bd042f5-62cc-568b-9b3b-cd43e0d28e1a.html
https://apnews.com/article/0b224d08c408431a9606792090899640
https://apnews.com/article/c0b4bf2cbd784c9a989956c5d33dc094

